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2023 opened with hope -- and its autumn began with sound, fury, and fear. The
Hamas attacks of October 7 plunged all the peoples of the Holy Lands into an
unprecedented uncertainty.  

Jerusalem Peacebuilders staff quickly devoted themselves to caring for JPB youth
and adult participants with online dialogues, counseling, and learning sessions.
This attention by the staff prevented the JPB family from rupture and chaos.
While formal programming in the Holy Lands paused, demand for presentations
on peacebuilding in the Middle East reignited in the United States.

In wartime and peacetime alike, JPB continues to invest in the future of the Holy
Lands one leader at a time.  Our programs impacted over 2,300 participants this
year, with over 10,000 students impacted by our EXCEL alumni teachers.

It is only with the trust and support of our community that Jerusalem
Peacebuilders could endure.  JPB raised a record $615,000 in 2023, receiving
$270,000 in December alone. Notable gifts included $75,000 from the Spaulding
Foundation, $40,000 from the Lofberg Family Foundation, $20,000 from the
Wood Trust, and $11,000 from Congregation Etz Hayim at Hollis Hills Bayside
(Queens, NY). Over 40 new donors contributed to the Winter Appeal. JPB was
also awarded three multi-year grants for $150,000, $100,000, and $100,000. 

This outpouring of generosity represents both a response to the horrific
situation in the Holy Lands and an expression of the trust placed in our interfaith
operations and mission.

Because of you, we forge on into 2024 with our path illuminated by the enduring
lights of your support.

A Message from Our Executive Director

The Rev. Canon Nicholas Porter
Executive Director
Jerusalem Peacebuilders

 Peace, שלום ,سلام,



Jerusalem Peacebuilders is a nonprofit organization with a mission to create a better
future for humanity across religions, cultures, and nationalities.  Integral to that
mission is the belief that the future of Jerusalem is the future of the world.  To that
end, JPB facilitates transformational, person-to-person encounters among the
peoples of Jerusalem, Israel, Palestine, and the United States. JPB’s interfaith
programs focus on connecting Jews, Christians, Muslims, Druze, and Alawi with one
another and with opportunities, relationships, and skills they need to become future
leaders for peace. Peace drives our mission and partnerships power our programs.

One Mission

Twelve Team Members in 2023

Fr. Nicholas Porter
Executive Director

Deacon Jack Karn
Program Director

Dr. Elias Farah
EXCEL Co-Director

Bonnie Rodriguez
Bookkeeper

Zak Adileh
Jerusalem Area Co-Director

Sarah Benazerah
Senior Educator

Arielle Goodman
Educator

Rana Khoury
Jerusalem Area Bookkeeper

Areej Masoud
MyChoice Director

Haig Kazazian
MyChoice Project Manager

Mtr. Katie Kirk
Porter Fellow

Carolyn Diaz
Communications Intern



Total number of programs: 70
Total number of direct teaching hours: 1589
Total number of JPB participants directly impacted: 2329
Total number of students directly impacted by EXCEL teachers: 10,000

Ten Types of Transformational Experiences

     In-School High School Programs in the Holy Lands: 101.
     In-School High School Programs in the United States: 22.
     Workshop Programs for Community Support: 73.
     Summer Youth Leadership Institutes in the United States: 24.
     Interfaith Youth Group in Houston: 35.
     EXCEL Teacher Training Institutes: 46.
     MyChoice: Women’s Civic and Economic Empowerment Program: 17.
     Adult Lectures, Sermons, and Workshops: 388.
     Graduate Programs in the United States: 49.
     Pilgrimage/Educational Travel: 310.



Summer Youth Institute Participants

2023: 40 participants in 2 programs (CT & TX)
2022: 68 participants in 4 programs (CT & TX)
2021: 65 participants in 3 programs (Holy Lands)
2020: 60 participants in 3 programs (online)
2019: 85 participants in 4 programs (CT, TX, VT)



EXCEL Summer Teacher Training Institute Participants

2023: 50 participants in 4 programs (Jerusalem (2), Nazareth, Cambridge University)
2022: 38 participants in 2 programs (Cambridge University and Jerusalem)
2021: 20 participants in 1 program (Jerusalem)
2020: program cancelled due to COVID-19
2019: 22 participants in 1 program (Cambridge University)

In 2023, we doubled our pre-pandemic participation!

EXCEL Partners in 2023:
St. Catherine’s College, Cambridge University
St. George’s College, Jerusalem
Oranim Academic College of Education, Israel
Retorika for Multiculturalism, Israel
US Embassy, Israel



Interfaith Impact
Our community includes Jews, Christians, Muslims, Druze, and Alawi, with great
variation in how faith is observed and practiced.

Global Impact
Holy Landers in our 2023 programs: 1,012
Americans and others: 1,396

Crisis Impact
In October 2023 and beyond, our Holy Lands team built six programs for high
school youth and educators to process their experiences in community, and often
checked in with JPB participants daily.



2023 Financial Overview
The vast majority of JPB’s support comes from individuals, family foundations,
and worshipping communities.
Income in 2023 exceeded expenses by $166,415.06, to be used for investment
in new programs, staff training, and growth in educational peacebuilding.

Donations Program Fees

2023 Income: $796,855.15
Donations: $614.947,08 (77.2%)
Program Fees: $181,908.07 (22.8%)

General & Admin Programs

Development

2023 Expenses: $617,496.38
Programs: $500,655.90 (81.1%)
General & Admin: $107,345.11 (17.4%)
Development: $9,495.37 (1.5%)

General & Admin Programs

Development

2022 Expenses: $789,443.12
Programs: $685,100.86 (86.8%)
General & Admin: $94,398.38 (12%)
Development: $9,944.08 (1.2%)

Donations Program Fees

2022 Income: $767,148.48
Donations: $545,891.96 (72.1%)
Program Fees: $211,277.15 (27.9%)



Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Data 
Our M&E data is prepared by Emily Brown, our special Monitoring and Evaluation
Intern from Yale University. Emily has worked with us since Summer 2022.

EXCEL Data
According to robust participant surveys statistically analyzed by Emily, EXCEL showed
substantial evidence of success, with results showing strong evidence of program
success and aligning closely with program objectives. This year, Emily combined her
findings on EXCEL I and EXCEL III, helping us understand participant growth across
programs. Some of our strongest change took place in participants’ confidence in their
peacebuilding and communication skills, and understanding the concept of ‘othering’:

Statistically significant increase pre-
and post- program in both EXCEL I and
EXCEL III and between EXCEL I and
EXCEL III respondents

“I am confident in my general skills in
peacebuilding and communication.”

“I understand the concept of ‘othering’
and how it applies to communication
and collaboration between different
groups.”

Highly statistically significant increase
pre- and post- program in both EXCEL I
and EXCEL III

Other questions indicating distinct positive results for the program also reflect increased
confidence, for example, “I have strong leadership skills,” “I feel confident in my ability to
communicate effectively within a diverse group,” and “I feel confident when discussing
peacebuilding and conflict analysis when talking to other peacebuilding educators.”

Summer Institute Data
Summer Institute respondents changed their opinions significantly between the pre-
and post-program surveys on a number of questions, with great implications for the
success of these programs. They show significantly higher levels of engagement with
and knowledge of different elements of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. They are much
more likely to believe that their actions, as individuals and within their communities,
are able to effectively make an impact on the conflict: the questions below are
examples showing significant increases after students’ time at Summer Institute.

“Peace between Israelis and Palestinians is possible in my lifetime.”

“I sympathize with Palestinian Arabs.”
“I am personally invested in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”

“What I do helps building bridges between Israelis and Palestinians.”

“I sympathize with Israeli Jews.”

“What I do can play a part in removing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”
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$20,000 - $70,000
Spaulding Family Foundation
Lofberg Family Foundation
The Barrett Family
The H. Boone and Violet M. Porter 
            Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Alexandra Munroe
The Dillon Fund, courtesy of Joan Frost

$10,000-$19,999
Rosalyn K. Wood 2021 Charitable 
                        Lead Annuity Trust
US State Department
The Congregation Etz Hayim 
            at Hollis Hills Bayside
Ambassador Linnet Deily
Bonnie Christen-Woodward
Kensinger-Donnelly, LLC
The Gregory N. and Jeanne C. Herrle 
         Living Trust
Holly Peterson Foundation
Susan Ackley Lukens
Christ Church, New Haven, CT
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut

$5,000-$9,999
Georgia Carter*
Danna Kurtin
Kurtz Family Foundation
Howard & Jo Parks
The Albert & Ethel Herzstein 
          Charitable Foundation
Pamela Silvaroli
St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Bel Air, TX
Roger & Gina Aksamit
Claire Wilkes
Virginia Theological Seminary
John W. Kilgore
Laetitia G. Oppenheim
Linda M. Spiers
Matthew Johnson
Shannon & Jamie Mann

$2500-$4999
Nancy Janin
The Carlyle Group
The Barnabas Foundation
Amer & Kristen Nimr
John R. Drexel IV
Richard and Cynthia Tharpe
Connie & John Wallace
Elizabeth & Douglas Paul
Stephen G. Tomlinson, Esq.
The Meek Foundation, courtesy of Susan McCabe
The Meek Foundation, courtesy of Jeanine Meek
Denis & Karen Lamb
Robert G. Windsor
Neil Janin
Church of the Incarnation, Dallas, TX
Jack & Nina Enoch
Haywood & Joanne Blakemore
John D. Vogel
In Honor of Kristen Ceva
The Trask Family Fund
Marcus Lovell-Smith & Stephanie M. Cabot
The M. V. Mayo Charitable Foundation
William & Mary Hayes
Peter Gascoyne & Sarah Emes

$1,000 - $2499
Alex & Patricia Vance
The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations
Charlotte Porter, PhD
David & Pam Szen
Callahan Family Charitable Fund
James Trimble
John & Sophie Heard
Bill & Kathy Van Wie*
Geoffrey & Linda Curtiss
Paul McKee
Trinity Episcopal Church, Southport, CT
Allen Kight
Thomas & Ann Ely
Anonymous (3)
Dr. Brian Abel Ragan, PhD

We give thanks for our supporters.



$1,000 - $2500, continued
Margaret & H Boone Porter III
Jacqueline Cormier
James C. Traynor
Robert & Elizabeth Bickham
Elizabeth & Arthur Schmidt, Jr.
Frederica Gamble*
Winston and Barbara Rice
Martha H. Hedgpeth
Olufemi Obi
St. Mary's in the Mountains Church, 
 Wilmington, VT
Sophie Brun
Christopher Krause & Lynn Morstead
Nancy Turck & Patrick Maley III
Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church, 
              Houston, TX
Arlene Price
Arthur & Pamela Bingham
The Brockenbrough Family
Catherine Troisi & Richard Stoll
David Oliver
David & Nancy Randall
Dawn Stegelmann
Ernest McNabb in honor of Ricki Rafner
Steve & Frances Rowland
Harold Gordon
J D Transformation Fund
John & Barbara Boatwright
John Lent
Laura L. Mountcastle
Laura Pilz
Louise Stephaich
Christ Church, Greenwich, CT
Philip Kensinger
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Brookfield, CT
Stephen & Meg Rice
St. Martin's Episcopal Church, Houston, TX
Tom Jurewicz
Wayne & Joan Etter
Sony Water 2005 Charitable Trust
Jennifer Barth & Thomas Panitz

$500-$999
Bahman & Andrea Azarm
Susan Feickert
Anthony & Marcia Coe
James & Anne Conway
Nicholas & Dorothy Porter
John Maxwell Bleakie
Patrick & Clare Robert
George & Ellen Wright
Elizabeth Coover
Christopher & Anne March
Kathy & Bill Cusano
Levon Altiparmakian
David & Judith Nessel
Maria Leonila Gerard
Michael Morrison
Anthony Richard Cole
Mary & Patrick Robson
Steve Gross & Beckye Levin Gross
Tommy Vasilatos
TLC Wealth Management, Inc., 
            in honor of Linda Davis
Bank of America Charitable Foundation 
                        Employee Giving Program
Annette L. Mullins
Anonymous
Charles Cooper
Charles and Alexa Mosteller
Charton & Martina Frantz
Christopher Beeley
David Goldberg
Dean & Laura Davis
Debora Groby
Dennis & Adrienne Hensley
Edward Griffin
Elizabeth W. Hunter
Elsa S. Deland
Elsie & Earnest Hunt, III
Fernando & Maria Acosta
The Meek Foundation, courtesy of Fleur MacIntyre
Frances Rowland
James & Elizabeth Walker
John & Julie Porter
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$500 -$999, continued
John Vanore
Joseph Coyle
Holly & Joseph G. Fortner, Jr.
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Stuart, FL
Katherine Weaver
Klinka Lollar
Margaret Rieck
Marilynn Geiger
The Hope Foundation
Penguin Random House
Marianna & Robert Sheridan, III
Sandra Boek
Michelle & Stewart Thomas
Thomas & Linda Shelton
Timothy & Jane Hunt
Willow & Timothy Oberweger
James & Mary Chilton Callaway, 
in honor of James Gaines Callaway

$250-$499
Cecily S. Stranahan
John J. Pinto
Barbara Hass
Mary Terrell Pretlow White
Bilal Ansari & Colleen Keyes
Robert & Menina Johnston
Victoria Lee Hood
All Saints Church, South Burlington, VT
Bonita Pinkham
Samir & Kathryn Habiby
St. Mark's Episcopal Church, New
Canaan, CT
Jonathan Justice
Albert N. Williams
The Inglesea Charitable Trust
Anne Furry
José Victor Lamas
Kathleen Koch & Torsten Bartsch
Robert Barton Clegg
Susan Baker
William L. Sachs
Hunter White
John Betit

Judith & John Morgan
Anonymous (11)
Charles Trueheart & Anne Swardson
David John Pittuck
David Sturges
David W. Robinson
Eugenia W. Ardrey
James M. Easterling, Jr.
Lincoln & Debbie Rathnam
Mario Fontana & Pina Ferlisi
Michael & Alison Barry
Robin Stern & Potter Stewart, Jr.
Richard & Eleanor Viebig
Stephen J. Killworth
T. L. L. Temple Foundation

$100-$249
Susan Rand
Mikkel & Jacqueline Herman
Daniel MacDonald
Emily Lemer
Anonymous (14)
Ann Greener Ottaviano
Beatrice Vornle
Jennifer & Christopher Smith
John & Gretchen Kidder
Jane K. Dean
Jean Wilson
Jennifer & Mario Macia
Julia Bowlin
Lawrence N. Crumb
Lisa Newton
Robert & Louise Bland 
Peter H. Smith
Daniel Michael Findikyan
Ruth Davies
Wesley Westmaas
William & Peggy Duncan
Norman & Zulette Catir
Alice Fontaine Illian & David Masquelette
Susan and Willy Porter
Elizabeth Marshall & Elizabeth McEwen
Fritz & Joan Glover
Helen F. Eddy
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$100-$249, continued
Christopher Thomas Myers, SSC
Keith Harrison
Ellen LeCompte
Tim & Melissa Snyder
Barbara Burian
Victoria Bocock
Catherine Wicks
Alex & Judy Urquhart
Lars Hunter
Les and Lesley Douthwaite
Ted Thornton
William Gutermuth
Suzanne H. Loggie
The Abacus Fund
Amelie Schwartz
Andrew Maynard
Ann Morrison
Anne Morris
Bart Geissinger & David Tuttle
Brian Morgan
Charner Bolin
Craig & Sylvia McBeth
Richard & Adele Mattern
Edda Guglielmetti
Edward S. Frese, Jr.
Andy & Elise Burrows
Frank Yoke, III
Barry & Gabrielle Dennison
Heidi Truax
Hypatia Griffith
J Russell Denson
James Michael Holubka
Jere & Janet Ahrens
John K. Morris
John S. Orton
Joseph Pace
Judith ProctorJulia Jensen & Timothy J. Weed
Lisa Bates
Iona School for Ministry
James & Meggan Walsh
Metta & Roman Halla
Michael Howard
Nancy Santana

Patricia Twining
Peter Casparian
Rebecca Anderson
Richard M. Hurd
Robert D. Lesser
Serena Hall
Siobhan Young
Stephen Naman
Tamara Keshecki
Berkeley Divinity School at Yale
Virginia King
Michael Murphy

$1 to $99
JustGive.org
Peter & Carol Ann Johnson
Anonymous (55)
Kenneth Matheny
Marie Sharpe Blaine
Mark Anschutz
Miriam Dror
Raquel Aronhime
Robert Knight
Steven Clements
Will Nash
Amy McPherson
Andrew Davis
Anne Fraley
Anne Mallonee
Charles Poekel
Diane Brooks Ring
Didi Granger
Edward Prevost
Frank D'amore
Georgette Geotsi
Gillian Crowley
Gray Corbett
Gregory Geissler
James P. Coleman
John & Elizabeth Ungerleider
Kathy & Bill Cusano
Lois Zook
Marcy McElroy
Randolph Harrison West
Ric Frievalt
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Sara W. Haynes
Stephan Beatty
Desiree Adaway
Patti D'avanzo
Amy Sherts
Lisa Greenwood
Mary Gallagher
Robert Stilson
Allen Wierzbicki
Annie Sherman
Audrey Jolivet-Habiby
Carol Piestrak
Chandra Nicol
Denise Pelletier
Frances Ashley
Honey Loring
John Cummings
Joseph Gilmartin
Kenneth Dimmick

MaryLou Cartwright
Natalia Zukerman
Rosemary Lambert
Sallie Thompson
Suzanne Lynch
Titus & Jane Presler
Wilminor Gardner
Shane Sturm
Andrea Cohen-Kiener
Fady Sahhar
Jeff Allen
Mary McBee
Scott Dennis
Astrid Salvesen Shwartz
Lea Maria Jenssen
Michael Larue
Leon Duveen

*Starred gifts were made in honor 
of Angie and Stuart Kensinger

Photo ⓒ the Rev. Paul J. Keene, 2023. Used with permission.

In-kind donations: 
Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church, Houston, TC
Outdoor Adventure Park, Bridgeport, CT
Acer Farm, Brattleboro, VT


